
4th April 2020 

Let’s Hui 

 

Kia Ora,  
 
While there has been so much talk about Level 4, isolation and bubbles, the team at CINZ have been 
busy collaborating and  working on what can we do to help our industry plan for the future. We know 
two things. One day, we won’t be in this unique moment in time. But until then, what we also know is 
that COVID-19 is dynamic, keeping even the experts guessing as to what the next move might be. At 
CINZ, we felt it was important to put a stake in the ground and set our sights forward. 
 
I am therefore thrilled to announce BE Reconnected – an event for the Business Events industry 
which can be used as part of your recovery – will be held on Tuesday, 1st December at the Vodafone 
Events Centre, followed by the CINZ’s Conference and AGM on Wednesday, 2nd December. 
Everyone who attends the Tuesday event will be invited to the Conference, with Members only 
staying on for the AGM.  
 
This event replaces MEETINGS 2020, and will be a very different style of event with 100% focus and 
attention on reengaging and reconnecting relationships. Instead of a multi-day event like MEETINGS, 
this event will place emphasis on engaging buyers in multiple face to face opportunities over a day ½ 
period, kick-starting new relationships and rekindling old ones. This will be our most visible 
announcement to New Zealand clients and beyond that we are back, stronger, more passionate and 
more committed than ever to bringing customers to familiar and new destinations, experiencing 
familiar and new places and connect with old and new friends. BE Reconnected will focus on 
maximising exhibitors time with customers. Emphasis will be on conversation versus an expansive 
programme and exhibition floor. Costs will be kept to a minimum without compromising quality. 
 
Throughout this crisis, CINZ has stood beside you and ensured central Government knew your pain 
and concern. We will continue to lobby for this sector. But at some point we felt that the Business 
Events industry needed to be viewed as the strong, unified and creative collective of experts, 
professionals and leaders, who kept their eyes firmly on the future. 
 
The team will be getting in touch with everyone who had interest in MEETINGS 2020 over the coming 
weeks, but we are excited to be part of the rebuild of our important industry. 
 
So please – lock these dates in your calendars now. We will come back, we will be different, we will 
be more resilient, and we will be stronger. Of that I have no doubt.  
 
Kia Kaha everyone, stay home, hug your bubbles and don’t forget, any member of the CINZ team is 
at the end of the phone for you.  

He waka eke noa 

Lisa Hopkins 
Chief Executive 

#wereinittogether 
#hewakaekenoa 

  

 


